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#30 LEADING LOCATION FOR NEW & EXPANDING BUSINESSES -Area Development
#10 IN HIGH-TECH EMPLOYMENT CONCENTRATION -SelectUSA (2017)

#3 METRO WITH HIGH RATIO OF IT GRADS TO JOBS -Expansion Solutions (2017)
TOP 10 AFFORDABLE AND ATTRACTIVE METRO FOR YPS -PEw (2017)

154 IT-RELATED COMPANIES THAT EMPLOY OVER 2,000 PEOPLE -£msSI(20186)
35% JOB GROWTH IN IT SECTOR, FASTER THAN U.S. (12%) & VA (2%) -EMSI (2012-186)

ACCESS TO TALENT

The strength of higher education in the NRV generates a talented workforce and supportive ecosystem. Virginia Tech (VT), New River Community
College (NRCC) and Radford University (RU) produce a steady supply of IT talent with degrees in Computer & Information Sciences (19 Associ-
ate’s; 295 Bachelor’s; 132 Master’s; and 22 Ph.D’s) and Computer Engineering (113 Bachelor’s; 40 Master’s; and 11 Ph.D’s). Companies in the region
also have success recruiting alumni from these universities back to the area to fill mid and senior level positions. Virginia Tech has 250,000+ living
alumni (55,000 in the Greater D.C. Area) and Radford University has 73,000+ living alumni (50,953 in Virginia). Entry-level and highly educated
professionals remain in the NRV because of its vast and beautiful outdoor amenities, cultural events, and little perks (like incredibly low trafhic).

NRCC RADFORD UNIVERSITY VIRGINIA TECH

New River Community College offers a number of RU has the only Data & Information Management Virginia Tech is also designated a National
information technology degrees and non-degree program in VA and is a National Center of Academ- Center of Academic Excellence in Cyber Defense
programs. Students can specialize in cybersecu- ic Excellence in Cyber Defense Education by the Education by the NSA & U.S. Dept. of Homeland
rity and other IT-related areas. NRCC has built NSA & U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security. RU’s rep- Security for cybersecurity. The university also of-
partnerships with companies in several different utation for industry collaboration comes from its fers multidisciplinary opportunities in information
IT-related industries in order to ensure students Applied Research Center, an industry consortium security assurance research and education. The
are ready to enter the workforce. The college offers designed to attract, develop, and retain IT talent for Hume Center for National Security and Technol-
five IT Associate’s degree-track programs and corporate partners. Companies can put employees ogy is consistently nationally recognized for their
two certificate programs at their STEM Center in in the high-tech ARTIS lab, a collaborative work- research on defense and cyber-attack intelligence
Christiansburg. space to work with faculty and students. applications.

“The universities here have great programs, and
the area is such that you get people who want
to stay or come back after a few years because
it's a nice community. People come to school,
fall in love with the area, and want to stay.”

-Matt McHugh,

Excella Lead Development Mentor
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IT CULTURE OPERATING COSTS

The IT culture in the NRV is like no other. The industry thrives here Being a college town creates a beneficial blend of culture with more
in our collection of downtowns and a large presence of grassroots urban amenities and a lower cost of living. This allows for lower wages
community groups with a specific and passionate industry focus: and operational costs, but exceptional quality of life standards compared
. 100 Gitls of Code - NRV Agile Users Group to other IT hubs. The information below is from (1) Sp?rlings Best Places, (2) Jones Lang
LaSalle IP, Inc., and (3) the U.S. Bureau of Labor & Statistics.
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Senior Engineering Manager

#1 BEST PLACE IN U.S. TO RAISE KIDS (BLACKSBURG) -Bloomberg Businessweek (2011)
#7 MOST SECURE/SAFE SMALL METRO -Farmers Insurance (2013) -
#7 HOTTEST MUSIC FESTIVAL (FLOYD FEST) -FOX News Travel (2016)
#11 BEST TAILGATE EXPERIENCE (VIRGINIA‘TECH) -Southern Living (2017) lﬁTIE/_V\EfR
#14 SMARTEST METRO IN THE U.S. -Lumosity (2013) VALLEY
TOP PADDLE TOWN (PEMBROKE) -Canoe & Kayak Mag. (2016) —

PULASKI YANKEES HOMEFIELD ADVANTAGE AWARD WINNER -Esurance (2016-17)




